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Plenty of talk, scarcity of answers when it
comes to school choice in Missouri

ST. LOUIS • In fifth grade, Habakkuk Cooper’s reading and
math skills were that of a firstgrader. So her mother

transferred her from a St. Louis district school to KIPP:

Inspire Academy, a charter middle school in the Fox Park

neighborhood. Habakkuk progressed three grades in the first

semester, she said, and finished eighth grade proficient or

advanced in every subject.

Habakkuk is now a freshman at one of the St. Louis district’s

most selective schools, the Collegiate School of Medicine and

Bioscience, where students must have a 3.5 gradepoint

average and good test scores to enroll.

Habakkuk shared her story Thursday with more than 100

educators and advocates at downtown’s Central Library at an

event promoting school choice.

It’s the kind of story that school choice advocates champion —

a child leaves a failing public school for a higherperforming

one and soars, despite a lowincome background.

But it ignores the unintended consequences of school choice,

skeptics say. Charter schools, they argue, can deplete

resources from district schools and make it harder to improve

a troubled school system. Some can be worse than the district

schools from which their students come. And crossing district

boundaries for better schools, as more than 1,000 children

from the Normandy and Riverview Gardens school districts

are doing this year, can create a situation where those who

leave benefit at the expense of those who stay.

“Every child deserves a quality education. Who could argue

with that?” said Don Senti, executive director of

EducationPlus, a support organization for area school

districts. But, he added, “The 80 percent who choose not to

leave aren’t getting a quality eduction.”

The effort to expand school choice has become a perennial

debate in the Missouri Legislature, where lawmakers have

taken up issues like charter school expansion and tax

subsidized private education as they also work to alter the

school transfer law.
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Furniture of America
Amerlie Black Leath...

$1,995.99
Shop

ST. LOUIS' #1 SOURCE FOR NEWS PRINT EDITION E EDITION APPS 18°
Clear  

VANISHED NATIONAL GUARD ADOPT A DOG TRAINING TWEETS AS IT UNFOLDED

POLICE TURN OFF
DASH CAM OSCARS GO! LIST BALLOT

HOT TOPICS

http://www.stltoday.com/apps/
http://www.stltoday.com/users/profile/ecrouch
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/mcnichols-resigns-as-normandy-superintendent/article_4131d471-1875-5722-a9a5-c28795d263cf.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/legislators-to-tackle-missouri-s-school-transfer-conundrum-again/article_4fcbb640-8108-5594-84ac-c29fa4212399.html
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/legislators-to-tackle-missouri-s-school-transfer-conundrum-again/article_4fcbb640-8108-5594-84ac-c29fa4212399.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/transfer-law-debate-heats-up-in-mo-legislature/article_41c530a6-54d1-575d-b474-4d8f2919b15d.html
https://bitly.com/DobbsSTLtoday
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/construction-careers-center-to-close-south-city-prep-gets-building/article_ba7f9585-7f29-5420-95c7-c96ba999253f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/dialogue-with-gov-nixon-on-school-transfer-law-could-prove/article_3796f123-b479-5576-97ef-d563f656197f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/plenty-of-talk-scarcity-of-answers-when-it-comes-to/article_44e1987c-f7f7-5a66-9e74-6c34fbf10043.html?mode=comments
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/construction-careers-center-to-close-south-city-prep-gets-building/article_ba7f9585-7f29-5420-95c7-c96ba999253f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/transfer-law-debate-heats-up-in-mo-legislature/article_41c530a6-54d1-575d-b474-4d8f2919b15d.html
http://www.stltoday.com/eedition/
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/dialogue-with-gov-nixon-on-school-transfer-law-could-prove/article_3796f123-b479-5576-97ef-d563f656197f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/
http://www.stltoday.com/print-edition/
http://www.stltoday.com/weather/?weather_zip=63101
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/construction-careers-center-to-close-south-city-prep-gets-building/article_ba7f9585-7f29-5420-95c7-c96ba999253f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/legislators-to-tackle-missouri-s-school-transfer-conundrum-again/article_4fcbb640-8108-5594-84ac-c29fa4212399.html


2/23/2015 Plenty of talk, scarcity of answers when it comes to school choice in Missouri : News

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/schoolchoicedebatecontinuestobeastickyone/article_44e1987cf7f75a669e746c34fbf10043.html 2/3

He took the job in
2013, just as the
transfer situation
began. Read more

Boom time for St. Louis charter
schools

Eight campuses are
scheduled to open
this fall, with record
enrollment

expected. Read more

Judge orders Kansas City
charter school operator to pay
nearly $1 million

Case deals with
arrangement similar
to one the company
had with charters
schools St. Louis.
Read more

Tags

schools that don’t work for them. They want to expand

charter schools beyond urban areas. And they continue to

seek some sort of taxpayersupported subsidy for private

school tuition.

Gov. Jay Nixon vetoed a bill last summer that would have

allowed children in unaccredited districts to transfer to

nonreligious private schools at the expense of a failing

district. Wednesday, the issue of choice was revisited as the

Senate began debating changes to the school transfer law.

“Some parents don’t mind traveling two hours to take their

kid to school,” said Sen. Maria ChappelleNadal, DUniversity

City, who advocated for the private school provision last year.

“It should be up to the parents where their kids go.”

Ray Cummings, vice president of political advocacy for the St.

Louis chapter of American Federation of Teachers, said

parents sometimes put their children in schools that perform

worse than the ones from which they came.

“When it comes to young people I don’t think it should be a

crapshoot,” he said.

Peter Franzen, the development director for the Children’s

Education Alliance of Missouri, said it’s more of a risk to trap

children in failing schools. He’s hoping for additional choice

reform this year. “You have to take one step after another,”

he said. “We do want to move toward choice and show people

that it works.”

Showing that choice works was the point of Thursday’s event

at the Central Library. Other students told their stories.

Shemar Lee, a high school junior, said public education had

failed him until he found his stride at Confluence Prep

Academy, a charter high school in downtown St. Louis.

David Ledbetter, a senior at the same school, said he has seen

friends disconnect with education after not getting support

they need from schools. “It can really make or break a child’s

future,” he said. “Students need an environment where they

can learn and be successful.”

Nick Hardwick, a junior at Vianney High School, agreed. “If

you are comfortable, you are most likely to learn.”

Princess Robinson, a freshman at Ritenour High School, told

the crowd that she had transferred from Normandy schools to

Ritenour two years ago. Her mother cried after the Missouri

Supreme Court upheld the transfer law and gave Normandy students the green light to leave.

“Getting an education there was very hard,” Princess said. “And I actually wanted to learn.” At

Ritenour, “The teachers are different. The students’ attitudes are better. They’re more eager to

learn.” Princess has the choice to return to Normandy, but says she’s not going to.

Alex Stuckey of the PostDispatch contributed to this report.

Copyright 2015 stltoday.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Maria Chappellenadal, Charter School, Collegiate School Of Medicine And Bioscience, Peter
Franzen, Kipp Inspire Academy, School Transfer Law, Don Senti, Ray Cummings, American
Federation Of Teachers, Children S Education Alliance Of Missouri, Elisa Crouch

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/judge-orders-kansas-city-charter-school-operator-to-pay-nearly/article_8cff1bc9-9cbf-57d6-ae09-c25a2f82ea3a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22children%20s%20education%20alliance%20of%20missouri%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Children%20S%20Education%20Alliance%20Of%20Missouri
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/boom-time-for-st-louis-charter-schools/article_74e12b12-41d9-5c49-acd1-fec06a36c018.html
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22don%20senti%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Don%20Senti
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22american%20federation%20of%20teachers%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=American%20Federation%20Of%20Teachers
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22elisa%20crouch%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Elisa%20Crouch
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22charter%20school%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Charter%20School
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/judge-orders-kansas-city-charter-school-operator-to-pay-nearly/article_8cff1bc9-9cbf-57d6-ae09-c25a2f82ea3a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22peter%20franzen%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Peter%20Franzen
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22school%20transfer%20law%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=School%20Transfer%20Law
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22maria%20chappelle-nadal%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Maria%20Chappelle-nadal
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/mcnichols-resigns-as-normandy-superintendent/article_4131d471-1875-5722-a9a5-c28795d263cf.html
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22kipp%20inspire%20academy%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Kipp%20Inspire%20Academy
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22ray%20cummings%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Ray%20Cummings
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/mcnichols-resigns-as-normandy-superintendent/article_4131d471-1875-5722-a9a5-c28795d263cf.html
http://www.stltoday.com/search/?k=%22collegiate%20school%20of%20medicine%20and%20bioscience%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Collegiate%20School%20Of%20Medicine%20And%20Bioscience
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/boom-time-for-st-louis-charter-schools/article_74e12b12-41d9-5c49-acd1-fec06a36c018.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/boom-time-for-st-louis-charter-schools/article_74e12b12-41d9-5c49-acd1-fec06a36c018.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/judge-orders-kansas-city-charter-school-operator-to-pay-nearly/article_8cff1bc9-9cbf-57d6-ae09-c25a2f82ea3a.html


2/23/2015 Plenty of talk, scarcity of answers when it comes to school choice in Missouri : News

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/schoolchoicedebatecontinuestobeastickyone/article_44e1987cf7f75a669e746c34fbf10043.html 3/3

MORE FROM STLTODAY.COM

FACT CHECK: Rand Paul backtracks on
vaccines, college (STLtoday)
Police make 67 arrests during Mardi Gras
(STLtoday)
SUV catapults 60 feet off bridge, lands
upright; 2 inside OK (STLtoday)
Woman stung by scorpion on flight from LA
to Portland (STLtoday)
Missouri tests a carrotandstick approach to
higher education (STLtoday)

FROM AROUND THE WEB

ColdWeather Hotties: 10 Incredibly Sexy
Weather Women (TVGuide.com)
4 Surgeries to Avoid (AARP)
Former Navy Seals Calls BS on Williams'
Stories (KFI AM 640)
What You Need to Know about Doing Your
Taxes This Year (Kaplan University)
Why Won’t Anyone Buy Bob Hope’s Palm
Springs House? (realtor.com)

SPONSORED LINKS

Rollover your 401k or
open and fund your IRA
and get up to $600 cash.
Get started today.
TD Ameritrade

10 Celebs You Had No
Clue Were Married To
Each Other
Answers dot com

53 yr old mom angers
doctors by revealing her
simple antiwrinkle trick
Avonlea

The threat no one in
Florissant is talking
about. New site exposes
the truth about your past.
Instant Checkmate

Popular Articles and Offers ADS BY ADBLADE

$2,019.99

Shop

Jagger Mocha Power Reclining ...

Shop$1,961.99

Charles Black Bonded Leather ...

Shop$1,879.99

http://www.tvguide.com/galleries/cold-weather-hotties-sexy-weather-women/?ftag=ACQa399513
http://www.kfiam640.com/onair/bill-carroll-37820/former-navy-seals-calls-bs-on-13257352?cmp=oboffsite
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/missouri-tests-a-carrot-and-stick-approach-to-higher-education/article_1a6edb75-4ebf-56b0-861a-77f878192ff2.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/woman-stung-by-scorpion-on-flight-from-la-to-portland/article_ed0301e9-88fa-523f-ba41-dd5c6eb03dde.html
http://www.realtor.com/news/why-wont-anyone-buy-bob-hopes-house/?cid=syn_outbrain_0214_rss_cel-01
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/police-make-arrests-during-mardis-gras/article_cbc29903-cadd-509d-bab7-1792e727ff43.html
http://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-05-2011/4-surgeries-to-avoid.html?cmp=BAC-OUTBRAIN-TOP-DSO_23556801_4-Surgeries-to-Avoid
http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/govt-and-politics/fact-check-rand-paul-backtracks-on-vaccines-college/article_1c8e123f-4186-5b64-975e-e8a33f50797e.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/national/suv-catapults-feet-off-bridge-lands-upright-inside-ok/article_9769b044-8cb0-5898-8875-2460dd447141.html
http://t.mookie1.com/t/v1/clk?migAgencyId=196&migSource=atlas&migAtlSA=478921763&migAtlAT=345004745_619187_80&migAtlC=7939027a-c85e-43ce-a382-74cd234689d2&migUnencodedDest=http://clk.atdmt.com/DEN/go/478921763/direct/01/

