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Students Isabel Onisile, 11, left, and Octavia McKindra, 11, attend a rally at the Sierra Nevada Academy Charter School at the National School Choice Week Capitol
celebration in Carson City, Nev., on Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2015. An estimated 500 students, ... more > (/multimedia/image/ap_f343e1fbaaea90046c0f6a7067002e45jpg/)
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By Nick Novak (/staff/nick-novak/) - - Thursday, January 29, 2015

One of the biggest choices | had to make as a young child was figuring out what bike | wanted for my eighth
birthday. Up to that point, | largely had hand-me-downs from my older brother. As he grew too big for his bike,
he would get a new one and | would get his old one - the “perks” of being a younger sibling.

But when it came to my birthday that year, | knew | was finally going to get my own bike. You see, | didn't mind
getting my brother’s old bikes before then, but they were never the perfect fit for me. This time, it was going to
be different.

| had the coolest dark blue Huffy picked out. | looked at so many bikes that summer with my parents, and that
was the one for me. Then on that warm July morning, | woke up to a shiny, new Huffy in the living room.

For me, it was perfect.

But no matter how perfect it was for me, none of my friends had that bike. They all had different ones that were
the perfect fit for them.

We all had a choice, something that is largely missing in education in our country.

>
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If purchasing a bike was the same as our education bureaucracy, all the kids in my neighborhood would have
had the exact same bike - no matter what their needs and wants were. For a kid who was about a foot taller
than everyone else, that would not have worked out well for me.
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This is why we need to expand school choice in America. Parents deserve options that give their kids the best
education possible that is perfect for them. A one-size-fits-all approach simply is not working. Yes, it is great for
some. | went to public school my whole life and got an excellent education, but a public education might not be
what is best for everyone.

This week, January 25 to 31, is National School Choice Week. It is a time that we can highlight the successes of
school choice and ensure parents are aware of their options.

Whether it is a voucher program in Arizona, Louisiana or North Carolina or the independent public charter
schools in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, parents have many educational options. But parents deserve more.

Paul Davis, a single father in St. Louis, Missouri, is one of those parents. His 16-year-old son, Robert, attended
Normandy High School until its accreditation was revoked. This allowed Robert, who has mild to moderate
autism, to transfer to a different school.

While Paul's son had been repeatedly bullied at his old school and struggled in class, he was quickly succeeding
at his new school.

“The one year at Francis Howell opened our eyes to what a good school can be,” Paul said of his son’'s new
school in a nearby district.

After learning that his son may have to go back to Normandy High School, Paul used what little savings he had to
rent an apartment in the Francis Howell school district to ensure Robert would not have to return to a school
that was failing him.

No parent should be left without any options but to move to a different district. That is why policymakers should
listen to the students, teachers and families that are calling for greater educational options during School Choice
Week.

Story Continues — (?page=2)
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|
more: Debbie Wasserman Schultz, circa 2013, was set to

An Extremely Brilliant Way to Pay Off Mortgage paint Obama as 'anti-woman, anti-Semitic’

Nigerian girl, not quite 10 years old, blows herself up
10 of the Most Cancer Causing Foods with suicide bomb

6 Comments

ol
. The Fluffy Owl
The choice is there if you have the $$$.
ol . .

LibertarianU

@ Choice doesn't have to cost more. The amount that we spend per pupil at public schools will more than cover
better-than-public private education.

And, as Mr. Novak alludes to, choice is both the ultimate luxury and the basis of freedom.

The Fluffy Owl

@ ltdoesn't have to cost more, but in this country it does. The more wealth you have, the more you have
available to you. The people that can afford high quality education are already enrolled in these places
and they aren't too keen on letting the rest of the masses in. If choice is a luxury, than isn't freedom also?

GOPDIPS -
translation= raid public schools , gut them and embrace the me myself and | aesthetic of conservatives

rennyangel2 -

School choice should be on the GOP platform--and since Walker has already fought with the pub. unions and teachers,
he would be the perfect candidate to sponsor the cause.

GOPDIPS
@  Scott Walker is the perfect choice to deport a brain dead sad sack human pile of excrement to Siberia

SIGN UP FOR
BREAKING NEWS ALERTS

http://www .washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/ 8/14



2/23/2015 NICK NOVAK: School Choice Week: a reminder we need more options - Washington Times
enter address... Submit

MOST POPULAR

DHS intelligence report warns of domestic right-wing terror threat
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/21/dhs-intelligence-report-warns-of-domestic-right-
wi/)

Tony Cornish, Republican lawmaker, urges Mall of America to drop 'ridiculous' anti-gun policy
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/tony-cornish-mall-of-america-gun-ban/)

Conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly assails GOP establishment for trying to coronate Jeb Bush
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/conservative-activist-phyllis-schlafly-assails-gop/)

IRS taxpayer information sharing probe stiff-armed by White House
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/irs-taxpayer-information-sharing-probe-stiff-
armed/)

Feds ask appeals court to restart amnesty (http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/feds-
ask-appeals-court-restart-amnesty/)

Bobby Jindal: Obama 'incapable of being commander-in-chief'
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/bobby-jindal-obama-incapable-being-commander-
chief/)

JFK Airport officials filter fecal matter in search for drugs
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/jfk-airport-officials-filter-fecal-matter-in-searc/)

CJ Pearson, 12, releases viral clip: 'President Obama, you dont love America'
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/cj-pearson-12-releases-viral-clip-president-obama-
/)

TAMMY BRUCE: Rudy Giuliani's Obama comments send media in a tizzy
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/tammy-bruce-rudy-giuliani-obama-comments-
send-med/)

STEPHEN MOORE: Kill the death tax (http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/stephen-
moore-kill-the-death-tax/)

SEARCH YELLOW PAGES

search
Popular Searches (http://directory.washingtontimes.com)

OUR VOICES

Tammy Bruce (/staff/tammy-bruce/)

http://www .washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/ 914


http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/bobby-jindal-obama-incapable-being-commander-chief/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/tammy-bruce-rudy-giuliani-obama-comments-send-med/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/conservative-activist-phyllis-schlafly-assails-gop/
http://directory.washingtontimes.com/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/tony-cornish-mall-of-america-gun-ban/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/21/dhs-intelligence-report-warns-of-domestic-right-wi/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/irs-taxpayer-information-sharing-probe-stiff-armed/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/tammy-bruce/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/feds-ask-appeals-court-restart-amnesty/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/jfk-airport-officials-filter-fecal-matter-in-searc/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/cj-pearson-12-releases-viral-clip-president-obama-/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/stephen-moore-kill-the-death-tax/

2/23/2015

(/staff/tamm'y-
bruce/)

(/staff/joseph-
curl/)

(/staff/robert-
knight/)

NICK NOVAK: School Choice Week: a reminder we need more options - Washington Times

Rudy Giuliani's Obama comments send media in a tizzy (/news/2015/feb/23/tammy-bruce-
rudy-giuliani-obama-comments-send-med/)

Joseph Curl (/staff/joseph-curl/)

What GOP hopefuls need to learn about media ‘gotcha’ questions
(/news/2015/feb/22/joseph-curl-what-gop-hopefuls-need-to-learn-about-/)

Robert Knight (/staff/robert-knight/)

Obama'’s jobs program for Islamic extremists (/news/2015/feb/22/robert-knight-obama-
blames-economics-for-terrorism/)

Armstrong Williams (/staff/armstrong-williams/)

The indomitable Williams sisters (/news/2015/feb/22/armstrong-williams-the-indomitable-
venus-and-seren/)

(staff/a rmstrong-

williams/)

(/staff/dr-
nina-
radcliff/)

Dr. Nina Radcliff (/staff/dr-nina-radcliff/)

Brrr! Take precaution during extreme cold (/news/2015/feb/23/nina-radcliff-brrr-take-
precaution-during-extreme-/)

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/

10/14


http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/dr-nina-radcliff/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/armstrong-williams-the-indomitable-venus-and-seren/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/robert-knight/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/joseph-curl/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/robert-knight/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/nina-radcliff-brrr-take-precaution-during-extreme-/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/tammy-bruce/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/dr-nina-radcliff/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/joseph-curl-what-gop-hopefuls-need-to-learn-about-/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/joseph-curl/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/armstrong-williams/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/22/robert-knight-obama-blames-economics-for-terrorism/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/armstrong-williams/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/feb/23/tammy-bruce-rudy-giuliani-obama-comments-send-med/

2/23/2015 NICK NOVAK: School Choice Week: a reminder we need more options - Washington Times

Enter City or Airport

fiii Choose-Date fiii Choose-Date

Find a Hotel

NEWSLETTERS
Daily Weekly
Ben Carson Pruden on Politics
Guardian
Email Address Submit

Terms of Use (/terms-of-use/) / Privacy Policy (/privacy/)

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

The Washington Times
(http://www.facebook.com/pages/WashingtonTimescom/359940144107?sk=wall)

Sports (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Times-Sports/200162889999907?
sk=wall)

Opinion (http://www.facebook.com/groups/80132238067/)

Andy Parks (http://www.facebook.com/AndyParksTWT?sk=wall)

Photos (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Times-
PhotojournalismMultimedia/213710478646333)

http://www .washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/ 1114


http://www.facebook.com/AndyParksTWT?sk=wall
http://www.washingtontimes.com/terms-of-use/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Times-Sports/200162889999907?sk=wall
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Times-PhotojournalismMultimedia/213710478646333
http://www.facebook.com/groups/80132238067/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/privacy/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/WashingtonTimescom/35994014410?sk=wall

2/23/2015 NICK NOVAK: School Choice Week: a reminder we need more options - Washington Times

FIND US ON TWITTER

The Washington Times (http://www.twitter.com/washtimes/)

Politics (http://www.twitter.com/wtimespolitics)
Opinion (http://www.twitter.com/WastimesOpinion)
Nation (http://www.twitter.com/wtimesnation)
World (http://www.twitter.com/wtimesworld)

D.C. Local (http://www.twitter.com/WashTimeslocal)
Culture (http://www.twitter.com/wtimesculture)
Sports (http://www.twitter.com/WashTimesSports)
Books (http://www.twitter.com/washtimesbooks)
Andy Parks (http://www.twitter.com/AndyParksTWT)
Photos (http://www.twitter.com/TWTmultimedia)

HOME (/)

NEWS (/NEWS/)

Politics (/news/politics/)

National (/news/national/)

World (/news/world/)

Security (/news/security/)

Business & Economy (/news/business-economy/)
D.C. Local (/news/local/)

Faith & Family (/specials/faith-and-family/)
Inside Politics (/news/inside-politics/)

Inside the Beltway (/news/inside-the-beltway/)
Inside the Ring (/news/inside-the-ring/)
Technology (/culture/technology/)
Entertainment (/culture/entertainment/)

Inside China (/news/inside-china/)
Accountability (/news/accountability/)

Special Reports (/specials/)

Communities (/communities/)

Obituaries (http://www.legacy.com/washingtontimes/)
JUST THE HEADLINES (/news/today/)

OPINION (/OPINION/)

Opinion Main (/opinion/)

Commentary (/opinion/commentary/)
Editorials (/opinion/editorials/)

Letters (/opinion/letters/)

David Keene (/staff/david-keene/)

Pruden on Politics (/news/pruden-on-politics/)
Ben Carson (/staff/ben-s-carson/)

Monica Crowley (/staff/monica-crowley/)
Tammy Bruce (/staff/tammy-bruce/)

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/

12114


http://www.washingtontimes.com/opinion/editorials/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/opinion/commentary/
http://www.twitter.com/WashTimeslocal
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/world/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/communities/
http://www.twitter.com/wtimesculture
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/security/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/business-economy/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/opinion/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/inside-the-ring/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/accountability/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/inside-politics/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/ben-s-carson/
http://www.twitter.com/TWTmultimedia
http://www.twitter.com/wtimespolitics
http://www.washingtontimes.com/culture/entertainment/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/culture/technology/
http://www.twitter.com/WastimesOpinion
http://www.twitter.com/AndyParksTWT
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/today/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/monica-crowley/
http://www.twitter.com/wtimesworld
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/inside-the-beltway/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/opinion/
http://www.legacy.com/washingtontimes/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/opinion/letters/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/specials/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/specials/faith-and-family/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/tammy-bruce/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/pruden-on-politics/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/inside-china/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/national/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/politics/
http://www.twitter.com/washtimes/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/david-keene/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/local/
http://www.twitter.com/wtimesnation
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/
http://www.twitter.com/WashTimesSports
http://www.twitter.com/washtimesbooks

2/23/2015 NICK NOVAK: School Choice Week: a reminder we need more options - Washington Times

Cal Thomas (/staff/cal-thomas/)

Water Cooler (/opinion/water-cooler/)

Books (/books/)

Cartoons (/cartoons/)

Communities (/communities/)

Ernest Istook (/staff/ernest-istook/)

Tom Delay (/staff/tom-delay/)

Rusty Humphries (/staff/rusty-humphries/)
Christine O'Donnell (/staff/christine-odonnell/)
SPECIALS (/SPECIALS/)

SPORTS (/SPORTS/)

Sports Main (/sports/)

Football (/sports/football/)

Baseball (/sports/baseball/)
Basketball (/sports/basketball/)
NCAA (/sports/ncaa/)

Olympics (/sports/olympics/)

Tennis (/sports/tennis/)

Golf (/sports/golf/)

Hockey (/sports/hockey/)

Soccer (/sports/soccer/)

Horse Racing (/sports/horse-racing/)
NASCAR & Racing (/sports/racing/)
Redskins 2014 (/specials/washington-redskins-season/)

MEDIA (/MULTIMEDIA/)

Media Main (/multimedia/)

Radio (/radio/)

Photo Galleries (/multimedia/)

Video (http://video.washingtontimes.com)

TellDC Ask Congress (/video/ask-congress-telldc/)
Play Sudoku (/puzzles/sudoku/)

Crossword Puzzle (/puzzles/crossword/)

MARKET (/MULTIMEDIA/)

Book a Trip (http://travel.washingtontimes.com/)
Buy a Home (/specials/real-estate-home-buying/)
Weekly Ads (/weekly-ads/)

Find a Doctor (/top-doctors-dc/)

Store (/store/)

Classifieds (http://www.print2webcorp.com/marketplace/washingtontimes/main/)

TWT Rewards (/rewards/)
Advertise With Us (/advertise/)

Suriname Special Report (/specials/suriname-special-report/)

U.S. & Russia Relations

(http://media.washtimes.com.s3.amazonaws.com/media/misc/2015/02/21/150221AU-

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/

13/14


http://www.washingtontimes.com/video/ask-congress-telldc/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/christine-odonnell/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/advertise/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/specials/real-estate-home-buying/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/cartoons/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/puzzles/crossword/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/ncaa/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/rusty-humphries/
http://media.washtimes.com.s3.amazonaws.com/media/misc/2015/02/21/150221AU-SpadeaNew.pdf
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/basketball/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/specials/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/olympics/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/cal-thomas/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/specials/washington-redskins-season/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/radio/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/racing/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/hockey/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/baseball/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/puzzles/sudoku/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/golf/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/
http://travel.washingtontimes.com/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/store/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/specials/suriname-special-report/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/multimedia/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/top-doctors-dc/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/tennis/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/tom-delay/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/ernest-istook/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/rewards/
http://video.washingtontimes.com/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/weekly-ads/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/football/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/books/
http://www.print2webcorp.com/marketplace/washingtontimes/main/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/horse-racing/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/sports/soccer/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/opinion/water-cooler/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/communities/

2/23/2015 NICK NOVAK: School Choice Week: a reminder we need more options - Washington Times
SpadeaNew.pdf)

Subscribe (/subscribe/) |

Classifieds (http://www.print2webcorp.com/marketplace/washingtontimes/main/) |
E-edition (http://eedition.washingtontimes.com/login.xml?referer=%2Findex.xml) |
Customer Service (/customer-service/) | Careers (/about/jobs/) |

Terms (/terms-of-use/) | Privacy (/privacy/) | Marketing (/blog/marketing/) |

RSS (/feeds/) | Advertise (/advertise/) | About (/about/) | Contact (/contact-us/)

All site contents © Copyright 2015 The Washington Times, LLC
3600 New York Avenue NE | Washington, DC 20002 | 202-636-3000

http://www .washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jan/29/nick-novak-school-choice-week-reminder-we-need-mor/ 14/14


http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/marketing/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/subscribe/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/about/jobs/
http://media.washtimes.com.s3.amazonaws.com/media/misc/2015/02/21/150221AU-SpadeaNew.pdf
http://www.washingtontimes.com/customer-service/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/about/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/privacy/
http://www.print2webcorp.com/marketplace/washingtontimes/main/
http://eedition.washingtontimes.com/login.xml?referer=%2Findex.xml
http://www.washingtontimes.com/contact-us/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/advertise/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/terms-of-use/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/feeds/

