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Missouri Parents Sue To Keep Children In Better-Performing
Schools
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Seven Normandy, Missouri, school district parents are suing the state board of education in order to keep
their children in better-performing schools. The lawsuit argues that the Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education (DESE) should not have restarted Normandy as a state-run district on July 1. The
state did this in an effort to [...]
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Seven Normandy, Missouri, school district parents are suing the state board of education in order to keep
their children in better-performing schools.

The lawsuit argues that the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) should not
have restarted Normandy as a state-run district on July 1. The state did this in an effort to limit the number of
students who could transfer out of Normandy, reports Dale Singer for St. Louis Public Radio.  The change
was a measure of prevention on the part of the state in an effort to keep families who had just moved to the
district from transferring out.

Joshua Schindler, who filed the lawsuit on behalf of the parents, said the lawsuit focuses on the language used
in the transfer law.

“Basically,” he said, “167.131 clearly says that you have to maintain an accredited school. No
one can say there is an accredited school in Normandy today. I’m hard-pressed to see what they
are going to do and how they are going to get around this . You may say we’re splitting hairs, but
in fact we are not. The statute says accreditation. It does not talk about no accreditation status at
all … There is a point where enough is enough.”

The board did not give the district a performance rating, which meant the district no longer had to comply
with the transfer law, which allows children to attend better schools in the same or neighboring counties, with
their home district paying for tuition and transportation, writes Elisa Crouch for The St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

With almost 1,000 students transferring last year, the district was pushed to the point of bankruptcy.

The creation of the new district allowed for students who had transferred last year to be allowed to transfer
again this year, so long as they met certain conditions.  This meant that when hundreds of transfer students
reapplied for the program they were denied.

“Unfortunately,” Schindler said, “DESE changed the ground rules and said that not only did you
have to be a resident, but your child had to have gone to Normandy schools. Imagine how
fundamentally unfair it is for a little child who went to the Ladue school district, for example, or
Clayton or Brentwood, and suddenly you disrupt that kid’s education and make them go back to
Normandy. Or, with just a few weeks go to until school starts again, to make that family have to
scramble.”

Because this happened in July, it was too late to apply for summer school.

Diane McCrary, one of the parents suing, stated:

“It’s summer. Schools are closed, and secretaries and people who would administer any
placement test and financial aid aren’t there. People are gone for the summer.”

In support of the transfer law and allowing students to return to their better-performing schools, Adolphus M.
Pruitt, vice president of the Missouri NAACP, and James V. Shuls, director of education policy at the Show-
Me Institute, recently issued a joint statement.

The lawsuit is being paid for in part by the Children’s Education Alliance of Missouri.

http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/normandy-parents-sue-students-right-transfer-out
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/normandy-parents-sue-missouri-area-districts-in-attempt-to-keep/article_736237c6-9f06-5473-8016-564c9c217c6f.html
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/naacp-show-me-institute-allow-normandy-transfer-students-to-return/


Thursday

July 17th, 2014

Kristin Decarr

Filed Under

Missouri Education School Choice Transfer Students

Print
Email

Plan your career as an educator using our free online datacase of useful information.

   

VIEW ALL

On Twitter

Follow Follow @EdNewsorg@EdNewsorg

North Carolina's new voucher program is working, writes @RobertEnlow of @EdChoice

Facebook social plugin

Also post on Facebook  Posting as Travis Pringle (Not you?) Comment

Add a comment...

Select a SubjectSelect a Subject Select a StateSelect a State Select a State SubjectSelect a State Subject Select a City SubjectSelect a City Subject

http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/missouri-parents-sue-to-keep-children-in-better-performing-schools/#
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=&region=follow_link&screen_name=EdNewsorg&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.educationnews.org/author/kdecarr/
http://www.educationnews.org/tag/missouri-education/
http://www.educationnews.org/tag/school-choice/
http://www.educationnews.org/tag/transfer-students/
javascript:window.print()
mailto:?Subject=Missouri%20Parents%20Sue%20To%20Keep%20Children%20In%20Better-Performing%20Schools&Body=Take%20a%20look%20at%20this%20article%3A%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.educationnews.org%2Feducation-policy-and-politics%2Fmissouri-parents-sue-to-keep-children-in-better-performing-schools%2F
http://www.lindamoodbell.com/school-turnaround.aspx
http://www.educationnews.org/career-index
http://www.twitter.com/RobertEnlow
http://www.twitter.com/EdChoice
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/logout.php?h=Affzhj7koADQa2u0&is_third_party=0&next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fplugins%2Ffeedback.php%3Fapi_key%26channel_url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%252Fconnect%252Fxd_arbiter%252FZEbdHPQfV3x.js%253Fversion%253D41%2523cb%253Df2cdf8da5%2526domain%253Dwww.educationnews.org%2526origin%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.educationnews.org%25252Ff319018324%2526relation%253Dparent.parent%26href%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.educationnews.org%252Feducation-policy-and-politics%252Fmissouri-parents-sue-to-keep-children-in-better-performing-schools%252F%26locale%3Den_US%26mobile%3Dfalse%26numposts%3D2%26sdk%3Djoey%26width%3D550


http://t.co/nJtLMkj8bd #edchat #education #edreform

5 minutes ago

Concern grows as Alabama school claims NSA told them to monitor students, which NSA denies
http://t.co/Wmpj9scn2M #edchat #edtech #education

52 minutes ago

UK's Ofsted holding preschools/nurseries to higher standards http://t.co/T15SKw3JZ7 #ukedchat #edchat
#education

1 hour ago

On Facebook

 

Related Posts

Missouri School District Loses Financial Control
Debate Continues Over Missouri Student Transfer Law
Students Flock to Better Education, Low-Performing School Doesn’t Foot Bill

Education News

1,451 people like Education News.

Facebook social plugin

LikeLike

http://search.twitter.com/search?q=edchat
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=education
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=edreform
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=edchat
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=edtech
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=education
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=ukedchat
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=edchat
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=education
http://www.educationnews.org/higher-education-bubble/
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/missouri-school-district-loses-financial-control/
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/debate-continues-over-missouri-student-transfer-law/
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/students-flock-to-better-ed-low-performing-school-doesnt-foot-bill/
https://www.facebook.com/EdNews
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/EdNews
https://www.facebook.com/EdNews
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004146374977
https://www.facebook.com/aarifr2
https://www.facebook.com/valerie.shrubb
https://www.facebook.com/danielle.richardson.3110
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008304161788
https://www.facebook.com/sofi.tahir.7315
https://www.facebook.com/tuch.chin
https://www.facebook.com/ramlakhan.chaudhary.5817
https://www.facebook.com/nida.ahmad.773


Recent News

North Carolina’s New Voucher Program Already Improving Lives
of Students
by Robert Enlow Last year was not a good school year for eight-year-old Christian Houston.... Read More

Concern Grows as Alabama School Watches Online Activity, Blames
NSA
According to school officials, a secret program tracking students’ online activities was put in... Read More

UK’s Ofsted Amping Up Preschool Evaluation System
Over 4,000 nurseries in the UK have been given two years to improve or face closure by the Office... Read
More

Popular News

Privacy PolicyEducationNews © 2014

Contact
Questions? Send us a message and we'll get back to you as soon as possible!

Name: *

E-Mail: *

Subject: *

http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/north-carolinas-new-voucher-program-already-improving-lives-of-students/
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/north-carolinas-new-voucher-program-already-improving-lives-of-students/
http://www.educationnews.org/education-policy-and-politics/north-carolinas-new-voucher-program-already-improving-lives-of-students/
http://www.educationnews.org/technology/concern-grows-as-school-watches-online-activity-in-alabama-blames-nsa/
http://www.educationnews.org/technology/concern-grows-as-school-watches-online-activity-in-alabama-blames-nsa/
http://www.educationnews.org/technology/concern-grows-as-school-watches-online-activity-in-alabama-blames-nsa/
http://www.educationnews.org/international-uk/uks-ofsted-amping-up-preschool-evaluation-system/
http://www.educationnews.org/international-uk/uks-ofsted-amping-up-preschool-evaluation-system/
http://www.educationnews.org/international-uk/uks-ofsted-amping-up-preschool-evaluation-system/
http://www.educationnews.org/privacy-policy/


Message: *

8 − 4 = 

Submit

Authors
About
Contact
RSS
Facebook
Twitter
Google+

http://www.educationnews.org/authors
http://www.educationnews.org/about
http://www.educationnews.org/contact/
http://www.educationnews.org/feed/
https://www.facebook.com/EdNews
https://twitter.com/EdNewsorg
https://plus.google.com/110328859279445738084/posts

